

















Born during war time;
married; forced to serve
government without pay; Refugee status;
escaped to Ethiopia separated from
family for 10 years

Eritrea

Family
reunited

Financial struggle; difficulty
finding job; dreams for better
future for children

Welcomed by C.R.IS.; culture
shock; doesn’t speak English

Transition Integratis




Grew up in well-respected
family; had a great American
teacher

Came as international
student in NY; homesick;
lonely; thick accent;
financial struggle

e-Amival

Two children; public servant;
volunteers as mentor to young

Hired by Kmart; .. .
Y ? African-American men

married; settled in
Columbus



Working in
England in medical
profession

Initiated educational
classes about Sikh
religion

Husband was
mistaken as Muslim
after 9/11

Tra

Found
community at
Sikh temple

Has a good job with
impact in community;
children are happy

Integratis




Unstable and
unsafe environment;
struggles with being

accepted as queer

Pre-Amival

Studied astronomical
engineering at Purdue

After 9/11 had to
change major

Bangladesh

Works with LGBT
immigrants
Pursued masters in
education and taught
future teachers

Integrat



Evicted from Bhutan
at age 13; refugee for
19 years

Pre-Amival

Welcomed by Got job as Dreams to
C.RIS. case worker at pursue PhD in
C.RIS. public health

Language barrier; difficulty in finding
jobs in his professional field

r

Integrati

Bhutan




Ireland &
Scotland

Columbus City Auditor
Born in West Virginia, since 1969
15 years after parents Wife, four children, ten
immigrated. grandchildren
Served in U.S.
Army; earned
business degree

Integrati




At 9 she watched The Brady Graduated from college in CA; promoted Works for Honda as
Bunch and had dreams to U.S. rock bands in Japan translator; two children;
study English in U.S. investment properties;
tours with her own rock
band

Came to U.S. at 18; initial
culture shock; limited Moved to Ohio; culture
English proficiency P shock; missed CA

Integrati




Among first S. Korean families
in Columbus; discrimination
Traveled on plane in school; people mistaking
with mother, leaving her for Chinese
war-torn S. Korea

Pre-Amival

Citizenship; Earned
degree from OSU
Rediscovering her culture;
leader in immigrant community; principal
for Korean American Community School

Integrafi



Wonderful house
and small farm in
China

Taking care of granddaughters;
welcomed by Chinese Christian
community Might return
home

No English
skills; isolated

Integrati




Scientist and
journalist in . Difficulty in getting
Baghdad Foreign correspondent driver’s license;

for The Washington homesick; financial
Post during Iraq War struggle

Refugee status;
mother passed away

before leaving;
welcomed by C.R.LS. Tra

Obtained driver’s

license; son adjusting

well in high school

Integratis




Palestine

Born in Jordan;
parents had to leave

od- Two sons; building
Palestine in 1970 Married; moved °

to Columbus bridges between Arab and
American communities

Discrimination

Transition Integratis




Got green
Married Danish card

professor

Abusive relationship;

single mother with Discrimination; couldn’t
two children work for 4 years

Pre-Amival Tr

Brazil

Owns travel
agency

Integrati



Argentina

Owns consulting
Met American Took English classes; company

husband during made friends; found job
exchange program

Culture
shock

Didn’t speak
English Tra Integrat




Russia

Pursued higher education;
goal to help immigrants
Owns private law
Didn't speak English; hr{]l; wv:)rks with
Family persecuted parents couldn’t Father immigrants
for being Jews; practice profession opened dental
health issues technician lab

Integrati




Poverty at end
of World War II

Made friends
through sports

Worked his way
through medical school

Didn’t speak English; one
brother was not allowed in
U.S. for 15 years

Owns four urgent
care clinics; wife and
three daughters

Integrati









About the Author

Estera Pirogca comes from the beautiful land of Braila,
Romania and was blessed to have the opportunity to
pursue higher education in the United States. As an
international student, she has experienced some of
the needs, challenges, expectations, and opportunities
foreigners have in this country.

Estera is passionate about building bridges and
fostering successful communication between the
American and immigrant communities. She has
embraced this project and has been deeply touched,
challenged, and transformed by listening to and
writing the stories of people who were brave enough,
and sometimes forced to, leave their homes and come
to a new land.

Estera’s desire is that these stories will ignite a passion
in the Franklin County community to overcome
fear of the unknown and ask, ‘Why haven’t I met my
immigrant neighbors and asked them where they’re
from, and how and why they came here?” By doing
so, they will discover the unbelievable cultural wealth
they have in the community, and they’ll become better
people.
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