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FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

MINUTES OF GENERAL SESSION 

 

September 6, 2022 

 

The Franklin County Board of Commissioners convened in the Commissioners Hearing Room, at 

9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, September 6, 2022. 

 

Present were: Erica C. Crawley, President 

John O’Grady, Commissioner 

Kevin L. Boyce, Commissioner 

 

Also present on the dais were Kenneth N. Wilson, County Administrator; and Lauren M. Graessle, 

Deputy Clerk to the Board of Commissioners. 

 

Using hybrid meeting technology, participants were also able to access General Session via Zoom 

conferencing, by dialing (929) 436-2866, Meeting ID:978 8790 2896; Passcode:628826, or by 

joining at: https://franklincountyohio.zoom.us/j/97887902896 

 

 

Commissioner Crawley called the meeting to order at 9:09 A.M. 

 

 

Commissioner Crawley: Good morning everyone, and happy September. As we mentioned last 

week, September is Hunger Action Month. Unfortunately, almost four hundred thousand of our 

neighbors leaned on the Mid-Ohio Food Collective for food assistance last year. Even more 

distressing, the leadership there tells us that the demand they’re seeing is unprecedented and that 

their resources are stretched increasingly thin. We understand that the Food Collective has asked 

the State of Ohio to allocate some American Rescue Plan funding for emergency food purchases, 

but that it has not yet received a reply, so we will continue to highlight Hunger Action Month and 

the increased need throughout September. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Crawley: September is also National Neonatal Intensive Care Awareness Month. 

Neonatal intensive care units, or NICUs, are where premature or sick babies will be cared for in 

the first days and sometimes weeks of their young lives. They’re staffed by neonatologists and 

devoted nurses who give these sick children the best possible chance at life. We must also focus 

on measures that could lower the chances of NICU visits. For example, housing instability and 

homelessness increase the likelihood of pre-term birth, infant mortality, and acute health 

conditions. Through investments in housing, nutrition, and environmental conditions, our moms 

and babies will have safer and healthier experiences and outcomes.  
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Commissioner Crawley (cont.): Franklin County has supported maternal and infant health, 

including investing in the Franklin County Public Health home visiting program, Restoring Our 

Own Through Transformation (ROOTT) funding for perinatal doula support services, and 

CelebrateOne’s programs and initiatives, including the birth equity center. In Franklin County, 

we’re lucky to have several of the best NICUs around, though it is hopefully a resource most 

families won’t need. We encourage pregnant people to get connected with prenatal care and 

parental support groups, learn about supporting a healthy pregnancy, and so much more. And in 

cases where the NICU is needed, we’re glad to have that resource available, and we celebrate the 

dedicated doctors, nurses, and technicians who staff them. 

 

 

// 

 

Approval of the minutes for the August 25, 2022, Briefing Session; and the August 31, 2022, 

Administrative Briefing Session. Commissioner Boyce moved to approve the minutes, seconded 

by Commissioner O’Grady. The minutes were unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0635-22, authorizing a contract with Summit Food Service, LLC to provide, 

manage, and operate a food service program for the Franklin County Juvenile Intervention Center 

($620,000.00) (Domestic Relations), presented by Barb Reeves, Deputy Director, Court of 

Common Pleas, Domestic Relations Division. 

Ms. Reeves reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0635-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0636-22, authorizing the County Administrator to enter into rental agreements for 

the benefit of the County Auditor’s office to secure space to host informal reviews of property 

valuations throughout Franklin County ($50,000.00) (Board of Commissioners), presented by 

Michael Stinziano, Auditor. 

Mr. Stinziano reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0636-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0637-22, authorizing an agreement with Forensic Medical Management Services, 

PLC, a forensic services consulting firm, for locum physician services for the Franklin County 
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Forensic Science Center ($500,000.00) (Coroner), presented by Amanda Alvarez Wright, Director 

of Operations, Coroner’s Office. 

Ms. Alvarez Wright reviewed information found in documents submitted with the 

proposed resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0637-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0638-22, authorizing the donation of real property to the  State of Ohio and the 

City of Columbus for the improvement of the intersection of Morse Road, County Road No. 17, 

and Westerville Road, (S.R. 3), Franklin County, Ohio, and for the construction and maintenance 

of stormwater best management practices (Board of Commissioners), presented by Nick Soulas, 

Government Affairs Liaison, Engineer’s Office. 

Mr. Soulas reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0638-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0639-22, authorizing Franklin County Child Support Enforcement Agency to enter 

into a contract modification with Cassandra Young, for program consulting services ($6,890.00) 

(Child Support Enforcement), presented by Susan Brown, Director, Child Support Enforcement. 

Ms. Brown reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0639-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0640-22, authorizing the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to sign the 

attached “Discharge of MORTGAGE” instrument for Kevin R. Boysel and Norah R. Boysel at 

1325 Little Avenue, Township of Franklin, OH 43223(Economic Development and Planning), 

presented by Julissa Tiruchelvam, Executive Assistant, Economic Development and Planning. 

Ms. Tiruchelvam reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0640-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 
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Resolution No. 0641-22, authorizing the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to sign the 

attached “Discharge of MORTGAGE” instrument for Steven Duemmel at 5669 Norton Rd., Grove 

City, OH  43123 (Economic Development and Planning), presented by Julissa Tiruchelvam, 

Executive Assistant, Economic Development and Planning. 

Ms. Tiruchelvam reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0641-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0642-22, authorizing the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to sign the 

attached “Discharge of MORTGAGE” instrument for Nickolas S. Tiano and Sarah M. Kabealo at 

3716 Minnesota Ave, Township of Mifflin, OH 43219 (Economic Development and Planning), 

presented by Julissa Tiruchelvam, Executive Assistant, Economic Development and Planning. 

Ms. Tiruchelvam reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0642-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0643-22, authorizing the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to sign the 

attached “Discharge of MORTGAGE” instrument for Shawn P. Keffer and Ronickia K. Keffer at 

2878 Lowell Drive, Columbus, OH  43204 (Economic Development and Planning), presented by 

Julissa Tiruchelvam, Executive Assistant, Economic Development and Planning. 

Ms. Tiruchelvam reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0643-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0644-22, authorizing the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to sign the 

attached “Subordination Agreement” to allow Andre R. Hill to refinance his mortgage at 3470 

Lowell Drive, Township of Franklin, Ohio 43204 (Economic Development and Planning), 

presented by Julissa Tiruchelvam, Executive Assistant, Economic Development and Planning. 

Ms. Tiruchelvam reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0644-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 
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Resolution No. 0645-22, authorizing the 2023 vehicle commitment with Byers Ford, LLC (Fleet 

Management), presented by Charlotte Ashcraft, Director, Fleet Management. 

Ms. Ashcraft reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: What about all-electric vehicles? I know that the cruisers have a lot 

of requirements, but when I was at the U.S. Conference of Mayors, they had some really 

nice electric cruisers. Are we looking at electric vehicles? Most manufacturers are going 

all-electric in the next ten to twenty years. We are already starting to see states that are 

banning gas-powered vehicles. 

 

Ms. Ashcraft: We do have two all-electric vehicles in the fleet currently. One is in the pool 

downtown so that it can be used by all of the agencies, and they can see how it operates. 

We recently purchased a Ford F-150 Lightning, which is an all-electric pick-up truck. Its 

range is significantly larger than the other electric vehicle that we have. It is advertised to 

get 300 miles per charge, and we have gotten up to 269 miles per charge with it. We always 

look for hybrid or all-electric options when we purchase. Currently, there are a lot of 

hybrids available. Often, drivers get “range anxiety” because they are unsure they will be 

able to get to a destination and back without needing a charge. Generally, they can, but 

there is still some discomfort surrounding that. The only time we do not purchase a hybrid 

is when there is not one available for the application that is needed. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: I want to encourage you to think of a more deliberate and aggressive 

strategy. We do not want to be reacting as everyone else is trying to react to the electric 

vehicle movement. When you look at all of the legislative policies coming out of the White 

House today and the national strategy coming out of the Department of Transportation, and 

given the struggle that we are having with gas prices, I want to encourage you to think 

proactively about obtaining more electric vehicles. We could start with a cost analysis. 

With hybrids, are we seeing a reduction in fuel purchased? Are we seeing maintenance 

costs reduce? I would love to see where we stand in regards to beginning to incorporate 

more electric vehicles into our fleet. 

 

Commissioner Crawley: I would like to second what Commissioner Boyce said. A couple 

of weeks ago, Administrator Wilson and I had a conversation at the Conference of Mayors’ 

dinner about electric vehicles. Eventually, there will be more electric vehicle charging 

stations, which will help with some of that “range anxiety.” I think we should set a goal for 

when we would like to have all electric vehicles in our fleet. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0645-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0646-22, authorizing the Franklin County Department of Job and Family Services 

Director to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Workforce Development Board 
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of Central Ohio for a Prevention, Retention, and Contingency (PRC) Plan Employment Incentive 

Program ($750,656.00) (Job and Family Services), presented by Bart Logan, Deputy Director, 

Communications, Job and Family Services. 

Mr. Logan reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Crawley: Will our neighbors that are in the Women at Work Program also 

qualify for this? 

 

Mr. Logan: As long as they are enrolled in SNAP and Ohio Works First, and once they hit 

the milestones (30 days of employment for the first $500 incentive; 60 days of employment 

to get the second $500 incentive), I do not see any reason that they would not be eligible. 

We can work to make sure that there is a referral system in place for them. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0646-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0647-22, authorizing a subgrant award agreement with the Columbus Coalition 

for the Homeless on behalf of the Central Ohio Restored Citizen Collaborative in support of their 

annual Restored Citizen Summit under the FY2019 Justice Assistance Grant ($5,000.00) (Justice 

Policy and Programs), presented by Ruchelle Pride, Director, Justice Policy and Programs. 

Ms. Pride reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0647-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0648-22, authorizing an agreement between the Board of Commissioners and 

Property Owners for financial assistance with Sanitary Sewer Connections in the Mon-E-Bak and 

Brown Road East Service Areas – Round 2 (Sanitary Engineers), presented by Ryan Stowe, Project 

Engineer, Sanitary Engineers. 

Mr. Stowe reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0648-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0649-22, authorizing the First Amendment to the Contract with PSP Operations, 

Inc., dba Servpro of NE Columbus and Ohio Technical Services, Inc. to provide specialized 
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cleaning services at designated Franklin County Facilities ($300,000.00) (Public Facilities 

Management), presented by Darla Reardon, Director, Public Facilities Management. 

Ms. Reardon reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0649-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0650-22, authorizing the First Amendment to the Contract with Goodwill 

Industries of Central Ohio, Incorporated for providing Housekeeping Services at designated 

Franklin County Facilities ($775,000.00) (Public Facilities Management), presented by Darla 

Reardon, Director, Public Facilities Management. 

Ms. Reardon reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0650-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0651-22, approving purchases for various Franklin County agencies 

($1,571,960.45) (Purchasing), presented by Megan Perry-Balonier, Director, Purchasing, and 

Damika Withers, Chief Economic Equity and Inclusion Officer, Office of Diversity Equity and 

Inclusion. 

Ms. Perry-Balonier and Ms. Withers reviewed information found in documents submitted 

with the proposed resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0651-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0652-22, appointing Trudy Bartley to the Franklin County Parks and Recreation 

Board of Trustees (Board of Commissioners), presented by Brittany A. Razek, Clerk to the Board 

of Commissioners and Director of Community Appointments. 

Ms. Razek reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: I have some thoughts that I would like to share. At the end of the 

day, the most valuable part of being a Commissioner is that we have the ability to work 

together to make decisions in what we believe to be the best interest of the Franklin County 

residents.  
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Commissioner Boyce (cont.): To the Clerk and County Administration, I would like to 

request that we set aside time, in either an Executive Session or a retreat, to really talk 

about how we go about qualifying individuals to serve on various boards for Franklin 

County. In all of my time in politics, one of the most frightening experiences I have had 

was learning of the ethics violations at the Columbus Zoo this past year. At the time, I was 

President of the Board, and I wasn’t even aware that I was a member of the Zoo Board by 

virtue of being President of the Board. I think that illustrates the breakdown in our own 

internal process. It is important to make sure that we are doing our part as a governmental 

body, and it is important to appoint people to these boards that are not only qualified but 

capable. These board members are fiduciarily responsible for the actions of that entity. 

When things happened at the Columbus Zoo, those folks were liable in many ways. Our 

responsibility as the Board of Commissioners is to make sure that we are appointing 

qualified individuals to serve so that the public’s interests and resources are protected to 

the best of our ability. Administrator Wilson, we really need to dig into this, and at this 

point, I would like to put a hold on all board appointments until we are able to come to 

some agreement regarding the process of making appointments. This is something we have 

been working on since I got here, and it has gotten a little bit better, and I think Clerk Razek 

has done a great job of managing that. But we can do better, and we have to do better. Part 

of the process is subjective, such as splitting hairs about who is and is not qualified to serve. 

But if we establish clear criteria and there is a vetting process that maybe the Clerk conducts 

before the candidates get to us, I think that can alleviate some of the time that we spend 

trying to make these appointments. This is something that I know we all take very seriously. 

 

Kenneth N. Wilson, County Administrator: I have been in communication with staff, and 

this has been an ongoing discussion. We intend to review the process of making board 

appointments at a deeper level. 

 

Commissioner Crawley: The Clerk’s office has been wonderful about working with my 

office on board appointments. When I first came on, I requested that we gather the bylaws 

for each board and commission. I know that you have worked very diligently to be able to 

get those. I think that even before we have a conversation about the process, which we can 

have, I also think that it is good to know how the boards are structured and about their 

governance. If we are talking about the process, we can also talk about changes that need 

to be made, especially as it relates to our responsibility to make appointments, so that we 

do not have another situation like the Zoo or SWACO. I think that there are some 

foundational things that need to occur first before we can have a robust conversation about 

how we move forward with each individual board. 

 

Ms. Razek: I appreciate all of the feedback, and I welcome further conversation offline so 

that we can make sure that we have a great process and one that you all are on board with 

moving forward. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0652-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was adopted by roll call vote. 
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Resolution No. 0653-22, appointing Luke Fedlam to the Franklin County Parks and Recreation 

Board of Trustees (Board of Commissioners), presented by Brittany A. Razek, Clerk to the Board 

of Commissioners and Director of Community Appointments. 

Ms. Razek reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0653-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0654-22, appointing Jaiza Page to the Franklin County Parks and Recreation 

Board of Trustees (Board of Commissioners), presented by Brittany A. Razek, Clerk to the Board 

of Commissioners and Director of Community Appointments. 

Ms. Razek reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0654-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

Resolution No. 0655-22, urging a multi-faceted community, legislative, and policy response at 

the local, state, and federal level, and committing Franklin County resources and action to address 

the scourge of gun violence in our community and across the nation (Board of Commissioners), 

presented by Lauren Rummel, Director, Government Affairs and Ethics, Board of Commissioners. 

Ms. Rummel reviewed information found in documents submitted with the proposed 

resolution. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: Who are we sending this to? 

 

Ms. Rummel: I would be happy to send it to our Federal and State partners, in addition to 

any key community partners and individuals that you would like me to. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: I think that it is important that when we pass resolutions such as this 

one, people know that we do something with them. I think that a letter to the President, a 

letter to the legislature, maybe our delegation and the speaker, maybe a letter to the 

Governor, would be appropriate. We could also share this with the NAACP, the Urban 

League, and some of the other folks who have been advocates. Include CCAO and NACo, 

as well. 

 

Commissioner Crawley: I would like to say thank you for all of your work on this. I want 

to thank Commissioner O’Grady and his work for continuing to elevate this conversation, 

whether it is at CCAO, LUCC, or NACo. I want to thank Commissioner Boyce for his 

thoughts and input from where we were before to where we are now.  
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Commissioner Crawley (cont.): Thank you for integrating veterans, as well as pregnant 

people in this resolution. One thing that I want to highlight is law enforcement violence. 

We can speak to that from a public health crisis perspective, but I do not want to lose sight 

that that is also gun violence, especially when we see people losing their lives at the hands 

of law enforcement and the trauma that causes in communities, generationally. We are 

working with the Sheriff’s Office and the State to provide training for de-escalation tactics 

and techniques, as well as training on how to interact with people in the community and 

the effect that those interactions have on the mental health of the community. We had a 

conversation with some youth in the community a couple of months ago, and some young 

men spoke about how they or their friends have had guns and the reasons behind having 

them. We have to be able to have those conversations from a place of understanding and 

not condemnation or conviction. We need to understand why our youth are engaging in 

criminality and violence and using guns as a weapon to navigate life. A lot of them do not 

have the mindset that they will live to see the age of twenty-one or twenty-five, and that is 

something that we need to be able to address to the extent that we can. One thing that I 

know about our youth, as I focused on juvenile delinquency during my undergrad in 

criminology, is that it is the social bonds that youth develop that help them decide whether 

to engage in criminality when given a choice. When youth have meaningful social bonds, 

they do not think about the punishment or serving time in prison or losing their life; they 

think about not wanting to disappoint their favorite teacher who looks forward to them 

coming to class and after-school programs every day. Even when youth do not have a home 

environment that supports their thriving, the social bonds with the person who lets them 

know that they matter, are valued, are loved, and make the biggest impact. Deputy County 

Administrator Bivens and Director Pride have been looking for people in the community 

who can carry those messages for our youth and teach them to play the hand that they have 

been dealt in life. They send the message that a person’s current situation does not dictate 

future success. One thing that has flown under the radar that has really helped in this area 

is our Urban ROOTS Program with OSU. This Board made an investment of $120,000 to 

this program to help support forty eighth graders. When we look at the target age of those 

who are engaging in criminality, it is around eighth grade. The Urban ROOTS Program is 

an agricultural program that is year-round because OSU understands the need for ongoing 

engagement with the youth and the importance of community bonds. The youth need a 

place to go and receive mentorship, and those are the social bonds that will keep them from 

engaging in criminality. When Administrator Wilson and I were at the Urban Institute, he 

asked what communities are doing with ARPA dollars to address gun violence, especially 

for our youth. One of the ladies who perform policy work for the USDA mentioned that 

we do not often think of agriculture as a deterrent for violence, but we should start looking 

at it in that way. That is exactly what we are doing with Urban ROOTS. We have to think 

outside of the box because what we have been doing that is mainstream is not working. 

 

Commissioner O’Grady: I originally brought this issue forward because as the Chair of the 

Large Urban County Caucus at NACo, I have colleagues across the country that are dealing 

with shootings in their communities. I have colleagues in Erie County, New York, who are 

dealing with the shooting that occurred at the Buffalo grocery store, and colleagues in 

Texas who are dealing with the Uvalde school shooting. As Chair of the Caucus, I decided 
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we needed to have this conversation on a national level because we are Commissioners and 

we cannot continue to let these things happen. When I started talking to County 

Administration about this issue, DCA Bivens was able to bring a group of kids in from our 

community in Franklin County to talk to us about why they carry guns. They often do not 

carry guns because they want to; they carry them because everyone around them carries 

guns, and they feel unsafe leaving the house without one. There are a lot of ways that we 

can help this situation, and I know that everyone that we work with has tons of ideas, but 

as leaders, we have to be willing and able to go looking for them in all of the places that 

they exist. This is a big issue, and it is going to keep happening until we stop it. It has 

become the norm to turn on the TV and hear about another shooting in another city. That 

is why we need to keep having these conversations here, across the state, and across the 

country. 

 

Kenneth N. Wilson, County Administrator: I want to echo the compliments to the entire 

staff who had a hand in this resolution. Director Rummel, you took this, and now it is an 

improved product. We originally thought that it was a good product, but we took it to the 

next level. It is better than what we started with because it is not just the statement of a 

problem. A large portion of gun violence in urban communities is associated with 

individuals who do not feel that they have hope or opportunity. When we look at the 

Juvenile Detention Center, there are capacity issues and kids that are constantly going in 

and out of that facility. There are parents who don’t know what to do and have lost hope in 

trying to work with their youth. We need to create additional opportunities through action, 

and I think a lot of that is in this resolution. There are a lot of ways to go about this, and 

because of that, we need to solicit community input on actions that can be taken within 

Franklin County’s authority, to deal with this problem. We are all students of public policy, 

and we all try to follow national best practices, but there is no substitute for speaking with 

the community to determine what we might be missing. Under the Board’s leadership, we 

have a lot of helpful tools, including the Poverty Blueprint, and our hyperfocus on equity. 

All of those things matter, but we also need to communicate with the community, and that 

is part of this resolution. This resolution asks us to seek new partnerships with public, 

private, non-profit, and community groups to reduce gun violence. Every resident of 

Franklin County owns this resolution; we all have an obligation and a responsibility to lead 

from where we are. We have done a good job, under the Commissioners’ direction, to get 

to this point, but in the 2023 budget, I would like every one of our agency directors to think 

about what their agency can do to contribute to this particular issue. We want to make 2023 

different from a budgetary standpoint, a public policy standpoint, and through our actions. 

We need to challenge ourselves. 

 

Commissioner Boyce: As Franklin County Commissioners, we do not manage 

neighborhoods. In the granular sense, we do not have the same role in neighborhoods that 

the City of Columbus or municipalities have; they are not our jurisdiction. One area on 

which we do have a direct impact, however, is the jail system. When people are 

incarcerated, we have them as a captive audience to address some of the challenges that 

lead to violent activities and the use of guns. I think our real opportunities to make an 

impact are through our work with the new jail and our mental health resources. I had the 
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fortune of being on a panel this weekend with several other elected officials regarding the 

recent shooting of a young man by the Columbus Police Department. There are so many 

levels to this conversation, and I am eager to get deeper into it. I think that Director Pride 

can be our lead person for the County in the broader conversation. Congratulations, 

Director Rummel, on being so diligent about this work. This was not easy. You started off 

one way, and we had some input, and I love the way you dissected that and came back with 

something even better. This resolution is far more substantive and offers things that we can 

actually do to be engaged in combatting this issue. 

 

Commissioner Boyce moved to approve Resolution 0655-22, seconded by Commissioner 

O’Grady. The Resolution was unanimously adopted by roll call vote. 

 

// 

 

Lauren M. Graessle, Deputy Clerk to the Board of Commissioners, read one (1) journalization into 

the record: 

Case #ANX-32-22, an expedited type 2 annexation petition, ANX-32-22, was filed with the 

Franklin County Economic Development and Planning Department on September 1, 2022. The 

petition is requesting to annex 166.2-acres from Prairie Township to the City of Columbus. The 

petition will be considered by the Board of Commissioners on October 4, 2022. Site: 795 Galloway 

Road, PID #240-000006; 6410 Old Hall Road, PID #240-000150; Alton Road, PID #240-000151, 

6420 Old Hall Road, PID #240-000242. 

 

// 

 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:24 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

(Signature Page Follows) 
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_______________________________ 

      ERICA C. CRAWLEY, PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      JOHN O’GRADY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

      KEVIN L. BOYCE 

      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Lauren M. Graessle 

 

//bar 
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