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LEADING RATINGS AGENCIES GIVE FRANKLIN COUNTY BONDS TOP RATING 

Franklin County received important recognition for its fiscal management from two of 
the nation’s leading credit rating agencies: Moody’s and Standard and Poors. Both 
agencies rated Franklin County’s tax-exempt debt ‘Triple A,’ their highest rating. 
Franklin County is one of only a handful of counties in the nation, and the only county in 
Ohio to earn the “double-triple” rating. The ‘Triple A’ rating puts Franklin County’s 
financial management practices in the company of similarly ranked governments such as 
Hennepin County, Minnesota; King County, Washington; Palm Beach, Florida; and 
Dallas County, Texas. 
 
Standard and Poors gave Franklin County its highest management rating ‘Strong’. The 
report reads, “Franklin County’s management practices are considered strong under 
Standard and Poor’s Financial Management Assessment (FMA). An FMA of strong 
indicates that practices are strong, well embedded, and likely sustainable.” 
  
Commission President Mary Jo Kilroy stated, "The ratings from independent agencies 
recognize the hard work and commitment of the county to be fiscally responsible.” 
Commissioner Kilroy added, “This rating attracts portfolio managers to invest in Franklin 
County, and it will save the county a significant amount of money when financing a new 
courthouse and other capital projects.”  
 
Franklin County’s large and diverse economy, moderate population growth, and healthy 
financial position strengthened by a manageable debt level also contributed to the ratings 
decision. 
 
“Our ‘Triple A’ bond ratings are a direct result of the fiscal security steps we have taken 
over the last two and a half years to ensure Franklin  County families have the highest 
possible financial stability,” stated  Commissioner  Paula Brooks. 
 
Standard and Poors indicated in their rating summary that the ‘AAA’ rating reflects, 
“Strong management practices and team that has implemented a cohesive and strategic 
management, planning, and fiscal framework for service delivery and internal 
operations.”   
 



 

“The county is honored to receive the ‘Triple A’ bond ratings,” said Commissioner 
Marilyn Brown. “As the county prepares to build a courthouse and several other capital 
improvements, our residents will see a big payoff for the county’s sound fiscal 
management.” 
 
The Standard and Poors report noted: “It is expected that the county’s strong 
management team will maintain its conservative policies and practices in order it protect 
its highest credit ratings.” 
 
In June of 2007, $123.4 million in Various Purpose Limited Tax General Obligation 
Bonds will go to market.  These bonds will finance a new courts building, animal shelter, 
and road improvements. The sale will be handled by public finance professionals JP 
Morgan (Senior Manager), Seasongood & Mayer, LLC (Co-Senior Manager) and 
managers Fifth Third Securities, Inc, The Huntington Investment Company, and SBK-
Brooks Investment Corp.  
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