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COMMISSIONERS ESTABLISH CONSERVATION EASEMENTS
TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY

During today’s Briefing, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners discussed their intent to
approve two resolutions that would create two conservation easements in Franklin Township.
The larger of the two easements is at the former site of Franklin County Children Services
where the Commissioners’ Gantz Road Community Gardens are located. The other easement is
across Frank Road in Westbrook Park. Both easements are along Early Run, a tributary to Big
Run which flows into the Scioto River.

A conservation easement is a restriction placed on the deed of a property to protect its natural
resources in perpetuity, while still allowing the landowner to own the land. Easements on
private property do not allow public access while those on publicly owned land often have
recreational trails or other passive recreation use allowed, like a community garden.

“Establishing these easements is good news for our neighbors in the southwestern portion of
the County,” said Commissioner John O’Grady. “The easements are critical for flood protection,
to ensure the health of the water quality in the Scioto and Big Run tributaries and to protect
our environmentally sensitive wetlands.”

The Future Land Use Map of the Southwest Area Plan, adopted in April 2009, calls for a mixed
use of park, open space stream buffer, and offices. The commissioners’ land use strategy has
been to balance responsible development with open space for community recreation and the
protection of natural resources. Protecting stream corridors with conservation easements
supports this vision by providing urban green space and wildlife habitat, protecting streams
from polluted rainwater runoff, improving water quality, and preserving floodplains to mitigate
flooding downstream.

“Balancing jobs and the environment is our policy goal,” said Commissioner Paula Brooks.
“Preserving this environmentally sensitive area, with protection of wetland areas and wildlife is
of paramount importance. With this action we are reaching our policy goal established on 2006



of taking environmental sustainability seriously and making it consistent with best practice in
economic development, too.”

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District will hold the easement. This involves periodic
inspections for incompatible uses and assistance with needed improvements such as tree
planting, invasive species removal, or bank stabilization. Franklin Soil and Water currently holds
27 conservation easements in Franklin County totaling 660 acres.

“We have such great partners in conservation at Franklin Soil and Water,” said Commissioner
Marilyn Brown. “We know by putting this property in their hands that it will be cared for in a
way that we can all be proud of.”

“We are very pleased by the results of our continuing partnership with the Franklin County
Commissioners and the Economic Development and Planning Department,” said Jennifer Fish,
Director of the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District. “This is a great example of how
responsible development and conservation work together to promote growth, improve water
quality, and protect natural resources.”
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