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COMMISSIONERS MARK EARTH DAY WITH GREEN UPDATE, GREEN FAIR

Celebrating the 40 Anniversary of Earth Day, Franklin County recalls the significant strides
being made in our community to protect our natural resources and celebrates by bringing
together a host of organizations during a Green Fair to continue to raise awareness.

Beginning several years ago, Commissioners implemented a formal board resolution aimed at
guiding the way the county does business.

“Environmental protection can only succeed if we all work together,” said Board President John
O’Grady. “It is up to all of us — government, businesses, and residents — to reduce energy
consumption and to commit to cleaning our air and water. We constantly strive to find new
ways to make Franklin County even more environmentally friendly to ensure that the positive
impact of our actions lasts far into the future.”

From internal recycling programs, to contracting and beyond, Franklin County strives to be
green including bringing together ten jurisdictions in the environmentally sensitive Big Darby
Watershed to cooperatively develop a multi-jurisdictional plan to preserve and protect the Big
Darby Creek and its tributaries.

Commissioner Paula Brooks said, “Franklin County is fortunate to be the site of incredible
natural beauty and ecological diversity, and it is imperative that we come together as a
community to protect these environmental treasures. We have the opportunity to create a
wonderful environmental legacy for future generations.”

The County also incorporates green building standards into construction plans. The new Court
of Common Pleas building and the new Animal Care and Control Adoption Center have been
designed to meet LEED-certifications. The new Shelter will feature solar panels and the new
Courts Building will be the first, LEED-certified county courthouse in the nation.

It doesn’t begin and end with new construction. Last year, Commissioners supported efforts to
upgrade existing buildings in the County’s downtown complex to increase energy efficiency.
New florescent lights and ballasts, and occupancy sensors were installed and are expected to



reduce CO, emissions by 1,400 tons annually. Low-flow faucets and toilets are expected to save
over 31.6 million gallons of water. Solar panels and a decentralized cooling system will tie
together the County’s downtown complex to save energy and increase operational efficiency
and a ‘green roof’ was installed on the Courthouse Annex located at 410 South High Street.

“In today’s world knowledge is power and we hope that these efforts will help to empower
Franklin County families, residents and businesses to better preserve the natural environment
we all enjoy every day,” said Commissioner Marilyn Brown.

Internally, Franklin County boasts a robust recycling program. In 2009, Franklin County recycled
over 236 tons of paper, 42 tons of scrap metal, 73 tons of cardboard, 10 tons of e-waste (old IT
equipment), and 1,224 cubic yards of mixed recyclables (pop cans, water bottles, etc.) through

the ‘Blue Bag’ recycling program.

The Franklin County Dog Shelter has been getting in on the recycling action as well. Last year,
the Shelter ‘recycled’ 3,742 dogs by placing them with rescue groups or adopting them into
new homes. Newspaper collected from the Courthouse Complex is taken to the Shelter for use
as cage liners. The Shelter has also switched to only bio-friendly cleaners and sanitizers.

During today’s Green Fair held in the Courthouse Lobby, Franklin County continues the spirit of
‘going green’ by making information and education available from COTA, MORPC'’s
RideSolutions program, Franklin Soil & Water, EarthShare Ohio, Clean Fuels Ohio, Green Energy
Ohio, local watershed groups and others. Commissioners are also hosting an E-waste collection
for employees.

The Board of Commissioners believe that it is important for the Franklin County government to
lead by example in environmental protection efforts, and many of the innovative
environmental measures adopted by the Commissioners and other County agencies are
highlighted on their Green website: www.FranklinCountyOhio.gov/Commissioners/Green.
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