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COMMISSIONERS UNANIMOUSLY ELECT 2009 BOARD PRESIDENT 

 
Today, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners elected Paula Brooks to serve as the 2009 
Board President.  Commissioner Brooks received the unanimous support of her colleagues in a 
vote during the Board’s annual organizational meeting.  “I am deeply honored by my colleagues’ 
support, and I am anxious to begin working on our 2009 agenda,” said Commissioner Brooks. 
 
As President, Commissioner Brooks will lead the three-member board, which includes 
Commissioner Marilyn Brown and Commissioner John O’Grady. 
 
Brooks was elected to her first term as a county commissioner in November 2004, after serving 
eight years on Upper Arlington City Council.  She served as President of the Board in 2006.  She 
also serves as First Vice President of the County Commissioners’ Association of Ohio and holds 
a national leadership position as the Ohio member of the National Association of County’s 
Energy, Environment, and Land Use Steering Committee (also serving as a subcommittee vice 
chair) and a member of NACo’s Arts and Culture Commission. 
 
Commissioner Brooks has worked to bring the public and private sectors together as a strong 
advocate of protecting, preserving, and enhancing public-private partnerships.  She notes the vast 
number of these collaborations including the new Huntington Park, Scioto Mile, Grange 
Insurance Audubon Center, and Lincoln Theatre.   
 
“These projects put hundreds of people to work and improve our regional competitiveness and 
quality of life,” Brooks noted.  “As we face this challenging and uncertain economic time, we 
must work together as a Board and as a community to care for ALL Franklin County families.  
We will work to sustain and create jobs, and, especially now, grow good ‘green’ jobs of the 
future.  Franklin County is a leader in the state and nation, and I’m proud of what we have 
accomplished during my time on the Board, and I look forward to the year ahead.”  
 
2008 Board President Marilyn Brown thanked Franklin County staff for their hard work over the 
past year and pledged to continue working with Commissioner Brooks on improving Franklin 
County, “It was an honor to serve as President of the Board in 2008 as we faced many challenges 
head-on. I am looking forward to continuing to work with my colleagues and all of our staff with 
Commissioner Brooks’ leadership. We have much to do with a challenging economy, capital 



improvement projects and providing our most vulnerable citizens with their basic needs. I feel 
confident that together we will be able to do great things.” 
 
Newly elected Commissioner John O’Grady shared his support for President Brooks, “I was 
proud to bring forth a motion to nominate Commissioner Brooks as President of our Board and 
I’m eager to begin my first term under her leadership.  Commissioner Brooks brings to this 
position her expertise and unwavering commitment to Franklin County.” 
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