Top right photo by Rusty Schmidt

The Central Ohio Rain Garden
Initiative is a collaborative effort to promote

the benefits of rain gardens for community
beautification and clean water. The initiative can

provide you with education and technical

assistance to help with rain garden
assessment, design, and planting plans.

Assistance is available for residents,
community organizations, municipalities, and
businesses.

Please visit www.centralohioraingardens.org or
call (614) 486-9613 for more information.
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To promote the benefits of rain
gardens for community
beautification and clean water.



Rice Creek \/'\/atersﬁéd, Mz

what is a
rain garden

Rain gardens slow and reduce storm water runoff from hard
surfaces like rooftops, driveways, sidewalks, and parking lots. Rain
gardens can address excess water, provide wildlife habitat, and
help reduce harmful pollutants by filtering storm water runoff
through the plants’ roots and soil.

e Protect local rivers and streams from storm water pollution and
recharge ground water supply

e Provide wildlife habitat

e Reduce lawn maintenance and use of lawn mowers. Less lawn,
less gas, fewer emissions!

¢ Provide an affordable and attractive natural solution to water
pollution and flooding

e Prevent storm water from entering and overloading the local
sewer system and overflowing into local waterways

planting a
rain garden

Visit www.centralohioraingardens.org or call
us at (614) 486-9613 for more information.

2 Call the Ohio Utilities Protection Service
(OUPS) before you dig: (800) 362-2764.

Dig an 8"x8”x8” test hole, fill with water and
check infiltration after 24 hours. Rain
gardens should drain within 24 hours.

4 Consider using native plants—they are used
to our soils, climate, and pollinators.

Homestead Park
rain garden in
Washington Township
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Consider an outlet for overflow in heavy
rain events.

Consider having volunteers help with
excavation and/or planting to keep costs
low.

Call us at (614) 486-9613 x125 or email
photos of your rain garden to
ssuter@franklinswcd.org. We can
update the number of backyard
conversation practices implemented and
gallons of storm water collected in
central Ohio!




